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Pilgrimage to Headquarters: A New (Nu) Annual Tradition 

In January, Nu Chapter embarked on its inaugural candidate class pil-
grimage to the Sigma Nu National Fraternity Headquarters in Lexing-
ton, Virginia. Designed by the undergraduate chapter, this pilgrimage 
served as the final formative experience before the candidates’ initia-
tion. 

The group departed Lawrence, Kansas, early on the morning of Janu-
ary 16th for a 15-hour bus ride to Virginia. The candidate class—
composed primarily of freshmen—was accompanied by upperclass-
men holding executive leadership roles, including the future com-
mander. Representing the alumni chapter were Corporation Board 
President Mark Mustoe, Chapter Advisor Kyle Svoboda, and myself. In 
total, nearly 50 men represented Nu Chapter on this historic retreat. 

Lexington is a quaint, historic town steeped in Civil War heritage. It is 
home to Washington and Lee University and the Virginia Military Insti-
tute—two remarkably different campuses separated by a road scarce-
ly wider than a golf cart path. The Sigma Nu Fraternal Estate sits atop 
the highest point in Lexington, offering panoramic views of downtown 
and the surrounding academic institutions. The undergraduate mem-
bers were housed in the Spears Family Epsilon Epsilon Center for Ex-
cellence.  The Spears Center contained a barracks for the undergradu-
ates, kitchen and dining facilities and educational classrooms. 

During the visit, Brother Svoboda discovered a compelling collection 
of essays in the Sigma Nu library from 1914 titled College Life: Its Con-
ditions and Problems. Remarkably, many of the challenges dis-
cussed—related to student life and fraternities—mirror contemporary 
issues. One essay, The Value of the College Fraternity, written by Pro-
fessor Elbridge Colby of Columbia University, stood out. Colby wrote: 

“It is manifestly unfair that the American college fraternity should 
have been advertised throughout the country in its worst light—
and only so… Thus [Henry David] Thoreau never read the newspa-
pers because he said it was nothing more than gossip, and gossip is 
never representative. So the fraternity has become the victim of a 
kind of yellow journalism—of a pernicious kind, for the permanency 
and dignity of a published book over the passing of a news-sheet 
seems to lend weight and authority to arguments advanced.” (p. 
341) 

While fraternities today are often associated with negative head-
lines—ranging from hazing to poor academic integrity—Nu Chapter is 
intentionally setting itself apart from these narratives. Our chapter is 
being elevated through a leadership culture grounded in Love, Truth, 
and Honor. 

The pilgrimage included leadership development workshops, histori-
cal sessions, and tours of the Washington and Lee and VMI campuses. 
Highlights included visits to historic sites at VMI where Sigma Nu 
founders Hopkins, Quarles, and Riley established the Legion of Honor 
in secrecy. The leadership training began with a keynote address by 
Brad Beacham, Executive Director of Sigma Nu National Fraternity. 
Brother Beacham shared the significant contributions of Nu Chapter’s 
founding brothers—Perlee Rawson Bennett, Grant Harrington, and 
Walter J. Sears—to the national fraternity following the Civil War. 
Most importantly, he articulated the deep responsibility and high ex-
pectations that come with being a member of Nu Chapter. 

Additional sessions covered The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People, 
values and ethics, time management, and team-building exercises. In 
the evenings, the undergraduates enjoyed time for fellowship, includ-
ing poker tournaments and a Chiefs watch party. The overall experi-
ence rivaled top-tier corporate leadership retreats in both structure 
and impact. 

We are excited to continue this meaningful tradition in January 2026 
with next year’s candidate class. As Professor Colby so eloquently 
stated: 

“In college, the fraternity stands for a coordination and settling; it 
takes the young man in the four best years of his life and helps him 
to understand, and to become what he seriously intends to be.” (p. 
349) 

Through intentional leadership training and a commitment to values, 
Nu Chapter is building a culture that sets it apart—not only at the 
University of Kansas, but across the nation. 

 

Chris Schumm, N1845, Alumni Chapter Officer 
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Initiation Traditions and Legacies, January 25, 2025 

On January 25th, the actives officially wel-
comed a new class of brothers into our chap-
ter. The ceremony was a proud moment for 
everyone involved, marking the culmination 
of months of dedication, learning, and broth-
erhood. Each new initiate has earned his 
place in our storied lineage, joining a brother-
hood that will last a lifetime. 

We recognize Squire Smith (Nu #2652) as our 
Honor Initiate this semester. A freshman from 
Blue Valley Northwest, Squire joins the broth-
erhood with an incredible 4.0 GPA—an ac-
complishment that earned him the distinction 
of top initiate. His dedication to excellence 
sets a powerful example for all current and 
future members. From the beginning of his 
new member experience, Squire has exempli-
fied the values of integrity, discipline, and 
brotherhood—balancing academic rigor with 
meaningful engagement in chapter life. His 
achievement is a reflection of personal com-

mitment and a testament to the high stand-
ards we uphold as a chapter. 

This semester, we welcomed 28 new brothers 
into the fraternity, with Nu numbers ranging 
from 2652 to 2679. We are excited to watch 
this new class grow into future leaders of Nu 
Chapter. 

In addition to a meaningful Initiation, we are 
proud to highlight a historic academic 
achievement by our new member class. This 
semester, they earned a GPA of 3.49—the 
highest new member GPA in our chapter’s 
history. This exceptional performance placed 
us 9th overall in Sorority and Fraternity Life 
and 2nd among all IFC chapters. Such a mile-
stone speaks to the caliber of men we contin-
ue to recruit and the strong academic culture 
fostered within the chapter. We commend 
our newest brothers for their commitment to 
excellence and look forward to their contin-
ued growth in and out of the classroom. 



Name 
Initiation 

Year 

Badge 

Number 
Birth Death 

Eugene Hall 1949 830 July 9, 1938 December 21, 2024 

JC Hixon 1965 1190 April 11, 1945 January 14, 2025 

Neal Bauer 1968 1284 January 31, 1949 October 13, 2024 

JC Hixon, Nu #1190 

Joseph Charles (J.C.) Hixon Nu 1190 1965 

died peacefully , surrounded by family, on 

January 14, 2025, in Denver CO at age 79. 

He grew up on farmland in St. Francis Kansas 

where he developed a love of the outdoors, 

including hunting and golf, two passions he 

pursued for the rest of his life. Each fall he 

would return to his hometown to hunt 

pheasants with old friends. An outstanding 

marksman JC earned numerous first place 

medals in clay pigeon shooting tournaments 

in Colorado.  

He was a decorated high school athlete ex-

celling in track and football. JC set, and still 

holds, the Kansas high school record for the 

100 yard dash at 9.7 seconds. He will hold 

that record forever as track races moved to 

the metric system. 

He received a football scholarship to KU and 

played alongside notable players including 

Gayle Sayers, John Riggins, Bobby Douglas 

and fellow Nu Chapter brother Sandy Buda. 

After graduation JC and Sandy coached KU 

football as assistants under head coach Pep-

per Rodgers. While at KU he met his wife, 

Sherril, and they married in 1970. 

He had a long career in Finance and Real Es-
tate. First as a bond manager in Kansas City 
and Denver for The Hartford and later as a 
board member for the Pauls Corp., a proper-
ty management company.  

JC leaves behind his wife Sherril, his daughter 

Jill, son Brett and three grandchildren. 
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Alumni Attend Spring 2025 Initiation 

Many Nu Chapter alums attended initiation 
on January 25, 2025. Most were from Nu 
chapter in their roles as family members or 
alumni volunteers. We also had the privilege 
of having Jeremy Edwards and Rob Platt from 
the Zeta Lambda chapter at the University of 
Tulsa. Brother Edwards is the Central Plains 
Divisional Commander and represented Na-

tionals during the ceremony. Brother Platt is 
a pledge brother of Brother Edwards who 
lives in Kansas City and attended as a guest. 
The alums enjoyed a steak dinner with the 
chapter prior to the ceremony. Afterwards, 
the alums gathered in the TV room to wit-
ness the Jayhawks melt down vs the Universi-
ty of Houston. 

Some of the alums attending the Spring 
2025 initiation ceremony were: (Front to 
Back, Left to Right) Miles Rost N1932, Hal 
Cosgrove N1274, Brian Kirkwood N1828, 
Ben Schraeder N2079, Jon Brax N1676, 
Lindsay Robertson N1822,  Damien Gingrich 
N2012, Jeremy Edwards ZΛ 489, Brian 
Wanamaker N1996, Mark Mustoe N1486, 
Joe Nickel N2545, Marc Westhoff N1849 
and Rob Platt ZΛ 488.  

Brian Kirkwood, N1828 and 

son, Harrison Kirkwood, N2659 

 

Hal Cosgrove, N1274 and 

grandson, Chase Miller, N2674 

Damien Gingrich, N2012 and 

son, Jasper Gingrich, N2671 

Ben Schraeder, N2079 and 

nephew, Bobby Day, N2673 
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Virtual Annual Meeting, May 27, 2025 at 7:00pm Central 

 The bonds forged during our time as active 
members of Nu Chapter at the University of 
Kansas remain a cornerstone of our lives long 
after graduation. The principles of brother-
hood, scholarship, and service that were in-
stilled within the walls of the Stubbs Mansion 
continue to shape our personal and profes-
sional journeys. But the strength and vitality of 
our fraternity don't end with our collegiate 
years; they are sustained and amplified by the 
active participation of alumni. A crucial ele-
ment of this ongoing strength lies in the struc-
ture of our alumni organization and engage-
ment of our alumni members. 

The Law of Sigma Nu provides for three com-
ponents of a strong alumni organization: the 
Alumni chapter, the corporation board and the 
alumni advisory board. Each function within 
the alumni organization provides an essential 
function.  

The Alumni Advisory Board (AAB) is designed 
to have the most direct interaction with the 
collegiate members. The AAB is an entity that 
will share the workload of the traditional 
Chapter Advisor position. Rather than one 
individual working with a chapter, a board of 
seven or more alumni is assembled to serve 
this role. Kyle Svoboda, N2444, is currently 
serving as both the Chapter Advisor and as the 
Chair of the AAB. He has a strong team of ac-
tive alums but is looking for even more help. If 
you have a desire to work directly with the 
student members – particularly the officers, 
then a role on the AAB is for you. If you were a 
Commander, LC, Treasurer, Recorder or Chap-
lain and have three – four hours per month 
plus availability for a monthly meeting with 

the active chapter officers, this role is especial-
ly for you. Contact Kyle at (636) 219-3803. 

The Corporation Board performs the role of 
landlord for our beloved Stubbs Mansion. The 
primary role of a house corporation is to pro-
vide continuity and financial stability to the 
chapter facility. Chapter membership changes 
every year, but the house corporation remains 
constant, with members having a long-term 
perspective and commitment to the proper 
management of the chapter facility to ensure 
a home for the collegiate chapter for genera-
tions to come. Our Corp Board is best in class! 
In fact, Mark Mustoe, N1486, received nation-
al recognition as the Corporation Board Mem-
ber of the year. As evidenced by our new $4M 
addition/renovation, Mark and his team are 
doing an amazing job of maintaining the his-
toric character of the Stubbs Mansion while 
laying the groundwork (pardon the pun) for 

the generations of collegiate Sigma Nu’s yet to 
come. Are you interested in being part of that 
exceptional team? The Corp Board is looking 
for a few new members who can be fairly 
hands on in managing the transition to the 
new facility. Especially if you have construc-
tion/large facility management experience, 
there’s a role for you on the Corp Board.  

Additionally, the Corp Board is charged with 
establishing the house bill rates, budgeting the 
cost of food, utilities, maintenance and other 
operational costs. The Corp Board also over-
sees our House Director. The Corp Board could 
use a member or two who are strong in finan-
cial management. It’s a big job to manage a 
$1M annual budget. If you have experience 
with non-profit financial management, cre-

ating proformas / cash flow projections there’s 
a spot for you. For either the facility or finan-
cial management roles, reach out to Mark 
Mustoe at (404) 593-4099. 

Finally, there’s the Alumni Chapter. The Alum-
ni Chapter is designed to be the mechanism 
for re-connecting back to Nu Chapter. As an 
Alumni Chapter member, there are few expec-
tations - participate in the activities and annu-
al meetings. Curiously, there is a perception 
among some that the numerous alums who 
are currently very actively involved in the 
House have always been hard-core Sigma Nus 
– continuously involved with the House since 
they graduated. While that may be the case 
for a few, 90% of the involved alums became 
involved because the came to an event like 
Homecoming or they were asked. Honestly, I 
got involved because I had planned a few of 
my pledge class reunions. We expanded those 
events to include other pledge classes. Based 
on that I got to know alums from other dec-
ades and now, here I am, eight years later, 
serving as the Alumni Chapter Commander 
after few years as Corp Board president. It’s 
been very rewarding to develop a new cadre 
of friends comprised of alums whose ages 
span the decades. 

Much alumni energy, money and time have 
been devoted to the new addition. We will 
celebrate it’s opening this Fall. Now it’s time 
to focus on building up the Active Chapter. Are 
you ready to help make our Alumni Chapter 
best in class? You can start by attending our 
virtual Annual Meeting on Tuesday, May 27, 
2025 at 7:00pm Central. You will see a Zoom 
link via email. We will provide an overview of 
the Alumni Chapter, vote on a slate of officers, 
discuss upcoming events like Homecoming 
and Governor’s Ball and discuss opportunities 
for the future. We are convening remotely in 
order to increase meeting participation. If you 
know you would like to immediately get in-
volved in a leadership role within Alumni 
Chapter, you are welcome to reach out to me 
at (816) 885-6335.  

Jon Brax, N1676, Alumni Chapter Commander 





IN MEMORIAM: Joh Hollister Golden 
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Commander’s Update, Charlie Nickel, Nu #2592 

This past semester has been one of remarka-
ble achievements for Nu Chapter. We are 
proud to announce a cumulative chapter GPA 
of 3.54 and a new member GPA of 3.49, rank-
ing us 9th overall in Sorority and Fraternity 
Life and 2nd in the IFC. Notably, our chapter 
outperformed the all-sorority average and 
significantly exceeded the all-male undergrad-
uate average of 3.205. We also had three 
members, Miles Bail, Dylan Brosseau, and 

Luke Olson be elected to IFC executive board. 
These GPA results reaffirm that fraternities 
continue to excel academically over the gen-
eral undergraduate students, and we are 
committed to maintaining this standard with 
our incoming class.   
 
In January, Will Robben (LC) and I had the 
privilege of attending the College of Chapters 
in Roanoke, Virginia. This leadership confer-
ence provided an invaluable opportunity to 
collaborate with Sigma Nu chapters nation-
wide and visit our fraternity’s headquarters in 
Lexington, Virginia. Hosted annually by Sigma 
Nu Nationals, the three-day event focuses on 
leadership development and chapter manage-
ment. Will and I were pleased to find that Nu 
Chapter is positioned to become tied for the 
most Rock Chapters of any chapter in the na-
tion. Additionally, our freshman class em-
barked on Nu Chapter’s first-ever pilgrimage 
to Nationals, where they explored Sigma Nu’s 
rich history, participated in LEAD sessions, and 
toured the Virginia Military Institute. This pil-
grimage will continue to serve as a transform-
ative experience, deepening our candidates' 
appreciation for Nu Chapter’s legacy and the 
values of Sigma Nu.   
 
At the start of the spring semester, we proud-

ly initiated 27 new members in our newly 
renovated chapter room. This ceremony was 
particularly special, with four legacies among 
the initiates. We would also like to recognize 
Squire Smith, a freshman from Blue Valley 
Northwest, who was honored as our top initi-
ate after achieving a 4.0 GPA in his first se-
mester. We are excited to watch this new 
class grow into future leaders of Nu Chapter.   
 
A highlight of the fall semester was Gover-
nor’s Ball, held on November 16th. Thanks to 
the efforts of Mark Westhoff and our Corpo-
ration Board, the event was an overwhelming 
success. Hosted at Stubbs Mansion, the even-
ing featured a live band, elegant décor, and 
exceptional dining. We are also incredibly 
grateful to our Mom’s Club, whose dedication 
and hard work helped ensure a seamless 
event. Many attendees described Governor’s 
Ball as the most enjoyable event of their col-
lege experience, and we look forward to wel-
coming even more alumni next year.   
 
As we continue building on Nu Chapter’s sto-
ried history, we are grateful for the unwaver-
ing support of our members. Thank you for 
your dedication to our Chapter and for help-
ing us strengthen its legacy. #LoveHonorTruth 
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Recruitment 

This recruitment season has been very busy 
as we try and find the next 29 young men to 
become candidates at Nu Chapter. As of right 
now we currently have rushed over 200 
young men and have signed 22 of them. In-
cluded in this is eight out of state signees as 
well as six legacies in the incoming class. We 
also have three bids out right now and hope 
to capitalize on them all.  

One thing our recruitment team is focusing 
heavily on this year was implementing a 

GPA  requirement. Our house was honored to 
have the 2nd highest GPA in the IFC this past 
semester and we hope to continue that legacy 
going forward. That being said the average 
GPA of the incoming class is currently a 3.82. 
We plan on finishing this recruiting class by 
elections next month and hope to have candi-
date/parent orientation on May 4th so we 
can introduce these young men and their 
families to our house. If you have any refer-
rals please feel free to reach out to us! 

We are open to any and all referrals! 
Please contact us using the information 
below. 

Dylan Brosseau Nu #2631; (314) 625-
7932; Dabrosseau54@gmail.com 

Sam Clark Nu #2628; (520) 271-6609; 
Samclark2023@gmail.com 

Ryan Hassiba Nu #2623; (913) 490-8044; 
ryanhassiba@gmail.com 

Inter-Fraternity Council (IFC) 

This past January marked an important start 
to something new for three young men in the 
house, but continued a lasting legacy. Histori-
cally our chapter has had a representative on 
the Inter-Fraternity Executive Board (IFC) for 
many years in a row. Miles Bail, Dylan 
Brosseau, and Luke Olson continued that tra-
dition this year. Miles, Nu Chapter’s current 
philanthropy chair, was elected to serve as 
the IFC Philanthropy chair. Miles recently 
completed planning and executing a whole 
month of Chapters for Charity. Events includ-
ed a basketball tournament, pickleball tourna-
ment and bracket challenge. All proceeds and 
donations will be donated to the Ballard Cen-
ter.  

Luke Olson, Nu Chapter’s current social chair-
man was also elected to the IFC Board as the 
Director of Recruitment. In this role Luke 
looks to improve formal recruitment at the 

University of Kansas. He has also already 
planned an IFC wide event in May.  

Lastly, Dylan Brosseau, Nu Chapter’s current 
recruitment chairman was elected to serve as 
the Director of Leadership and Member De-
velopment for the IFC. In his term so far he 
has organized guest speakers to go to differ-

ent chapters on topics related to sports gam-
bling, drug and alcohol abuse and more. He is 
currently working with New Member Educa-
tors to help cultivate a universal IFC New 
Member Education program to put on in the 
fall. Overall, Nu Chapter continues to show 
leadership across the University of Kansas at a 
high level. LHT.  
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IFC Chapter of  the Year 

 

At the 2025 Sorority & Fraternity Life Awards, Sigma Nu received the 
Interfraternity Council Chapter of the Year award. Winning this 
award required our chapter to meet with SFL representatives and 
answer various questions regarding Sigma Nu’s success in the 2024-
25 academic year. We were honored to receive this award between 
all four councils involved, the Interfraternity Council (IFC), the Multi-
cultural Greek Council (MGC), the National Pan-Hellenic Council 
(NPHC), and the Panhellenic Association (PHA). The Chapter of the 
Year award is the highest recognition a fraternity can receive at the 
University of Kansas. Sigma Nu was recognized for its campus in-
volvement, member leadership, philanthropy, academic achieve-
ment, and continuous commitment to the University of Kansas. We 
were honored to receive this award and are committed to continuing 
this recognition in coming years. Also at the SFL awards, Sigma Nu 
received awards recognizing individuals within the chapter for vari-
ous achievements in the past year. These awards included the New 
Member/Neophyte Award given to Squire Smith, the Outstanding 
Campus Leader Award given to Tate Nicholson, and the House Direc-
tor of the Year Award given to Don Romano. 

Scholarship 

As proud stewards of Sigma Nu’s legacy at the University of Kansas, 
we are honored to share the Nu Chapter’s continued commitment 
to academic excellence. In the Fall 2024 semester, the chapter 
achieved a remarkable 3.53 average GPA, once again solidifying 
our standing as one of the top academic fraternities on campus. 

This success is not accidental—it is the result of a sustained and 
intentional focus on scholarship, a value that has long defined Nu 
Chapter's identity. Through structured study programs, academic 
mentorship, and a culture that promotes personal accountability, 
our members are not only excelling in the classroom but also carry-
ing forward the high standards set by those who came before 
them. 

This past semester, the chapter took several meaningful steps to 
further invest in our academic culture. We expanded our internal 
scholarship committee, which now oversees individualized academ-
ic planning and support for all brothers. We also continued our long
-standing tradition of academic mentoring, pairing upperclassmen 
with underclassmen based on major and career interests. These 
relationships not only foster scholastic achievement but also deep-
en the bonds of brotherhood through shared purpose. 

We have increased engagement with university academic resources 
and expanded participation in leadership development opportuni-
ties outside the classroom. Many of our brothers are involved in 
honors programs, undergraduate research, and academic honor 
societies—a reflection of the well-rounded and ambitious men that 
make up the Nu Chapter today. 

To our alumni, your legacy continues to shape our chapter’s path. 
Your commitment to academic excellence during your time in the 
house laid the foundation upon which our current success is built.  

Looking ahead, we are focused on building upon this momentum. 
Our goal is not only to maintain our strong academic performance 
but to continue evolving challenging ourselves to set new bench-
marks for what it means to be a scholar, a leader, and a brother in 
Sigma Nu. 
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Philanthropy - Buckets for Luke 

On April 11th and April 12th, men of Sigma 
Nu hosted their annual mom's weekend. Dur-
ing this weekend, sons were able to spend 
quality time with their mothers. Mothers 
arrived Friday around 5:00 PM for dinner 
with each class. Freshman, sophomores, jun-

iors, and seniors each had their own place 
rented out for dinner before all meeting at 
Clyde’s Tavern for the rest of the night. On 
Saturday, everyone attended Z & M Twisted 
Winery for wine tasting and lunch. 

Buckets For Luke was a huge success. We’ve 
raised just over $27,000, and counting, as the 
KU Endowment link only updates occasional-
ly. This number greatly increased over the 
last two years, increasing over $5,000 com-
pared to the previous year. For Sigma Nu, our 
chapter, along with Beta and Delta, it was a 
great turnout. The event is tailored around 
Luke, a member of Beta who was diagnosed 
with cancer in his freshman year, which is 
how the event was started. He was able to be 
in attendance this year as he is currently in 

remission and doing great! Luke and other 
members of Beta were able to fly out to the 
Denver Cancer Research Center, where Luke 
was operated on, and hand deliver a check 
with the money we raised! Overall, it was a 
great event for a great cause. We certainly 
hope to be a part of this for years to come 
and continue to grow the event! 

Mom’s Weekend - April 11 - 12, 2025 
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Alumni Online Database - Please Update Your Information! 

NU NEWS 

Save the Date - Homecoming 
and House Ribbon Cutting 
2025 

New! You can now update your contact information on the KU 
Sigma Nu website! We have preloaded all Nu Chapter Sigma 
Nu alumni on the website with the most current information.   

Open our website - https://kusigmanu.org/ 

Select Alumni – Manage Member Account 

Select Register/Request Access 

Enter your email 

If the email address matches the one we have on file for you, a 
pop-up will appear indicating that you already have an existing 
account. 

 Select Sign In 

 Select the radio button for Request Password 

 Select on Request Password and you will receive an 
email with your password. 

 You can then Sign In with your email address and the 
password you received in the email. 

 Once you have signed in, click on Alumni – Manage 
Member Account to update information on your account. 

If we don’t have an email address for you or the email address 
you entered does not match the one we have on file for you, 
please follow these steps: 

Enter a Password 

Confirm Password 

Enter your Full Name 

Enter your Address in both fields. 

Enter your Home Phone 

Enter your Mobile Phone 

Enter your Initiation Year 

Enter your Nu# Number 

Select Request Access Now! 

Select OK 

Once you have signed in, select on Alumni – Manage Member 
Account to update information on your account. 

You can also navigate to Alumni – Alumni Directory to search 
by Name or Initiation Year to see everyone that was initiated 
with you. 


